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Minutes of the 85th Annual General Meeting of the Import Section of the Ceylon Chamber of 

Commerce held on 04th August 2020 via Microsoft Teams. 

 

Present 

Abans PLC Mr. K. Kunendran 

Astron Ltd 
Mr. Sherley Kodithuwakku 

Mr. Yasiruk Karawita 

Ceylon Biscuits Ltd Mr. Nishan Nanayakkara 

Cargills Ceylon PLC 
Mr. Jerald Suvendran 

Douglas & Sons (Pvt) Ltd 
Mr. Ramal Samarasinghe 

Mr. Uchitha Wicramarachchi 

Delmege Forsyth & Co. Ltd 
Mr. Parthiban Thangarajah 

E B Creasy & Co. PLC Mr. Kevin Edwards  

Fentons Ltd 

Mr. Anushka De Silva 

Mr. Panduka Rathnayake 

 

Ferrero Lanka (Pvt) Ltd Mr. D M N Dissanayake 

 Mr. Chamara Sudarshana 

Gnanam Imports (Pvt) Ltd Mr. G Rajendren 

Mrs. Kavitha Jeyakanthan 

Harrisons Shipping (Pvt) Ltd Mr. R. Udayakumar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hemas Pharmaceuticals (Pvt) Ltd Mr. Sankha Gammanpila 

Mr. Nalin Rupasinghe 

Millers Ltd  Mr. Delano Dias 

Maliban Biscuit Manufactories (Pvt) 

Ltd  

Ms. Erangika Samarage  

Mr. Sarath Pathegama  

Nestle Lanka PLC  Mr. Kanchana Fernando 

Pyramid Wilmar (Pvt) Ltd  Mr. Dhammika Kumarasena  

Richard Pieris & Co. PLC Mr. Adrian Oswald 

Singer Sri Lanka PLC  Mr. Anuradha Edirisinghe 

Smithkline Beecham (Pvt) Ltd  Mr. Manjula Devasinghe  

St Anthony’s Industries Group (Pvt) 

Ltd 

Mr S Thilakshan   

Unilever Sri Lanka Ltd   

 

Chairman, Mr. Delano Dias called the meeting to order and requested the Secretary - Ms. Manori 

Dissanayake, to read out the notice convening the Meeting. 

 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE 84TH AGM 

 

Minutes of the 84th Annual General Meeting held on 19th July 2019 at the “Ruby Hall”, The 

Marino Beach, Colombo, was presented for adoption. 

 

Proposed by:  Mr. K Kunendran from Abans PLC 

Seconded by: Mr. Adrian Oswald from Richard Pieris & Co. PLC 

 

ADOPTION OF ANNUAL REPORT & ACCOUNTS 01 APRIL 2020 - 31 MARCH 2021 

 

Proposed by:  Mr. Ramal Samarasinghe from Douglas & Sons (Pvt) Ltd 

Seconded by: Mr. Jerald Suvendran from Cargills Ceylon PLC 

 

RE-ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  

 

The Immediate Past Chairman, Mr. Nishan Nanayakkara briefly addressed the audience and 

announced that in keeping with the tradition of Import Section, the incumbent Committee has 

unanimously resolved the re-election of the Chairman - Mr. Delano Dias, for the ensuing year 

2020/2021. 

Quote 

 

“I have much pleasure in announcing Mr. Delano Dias, as the Chairman for the ensuing year 2020-

2021”  

Unquote 

 



 

 

RE- ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 2020/2021 

 

Chairman, Mr. Delano Dias proposed Mr. Niranjan Dissanayake of Ferrero Lanka (Pvt) Ltd to be 

the Vice Chairman and Mr. Nishan Nanayakkara seconded. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR 2020/2021 

 

The Secretary announced the new Committee for 2020/2021 

 

The following Member Organizations were elected to serve on the Committee of the Import 

Section under Rule Six of the Constitution for the period 2020/2021. 

 

NOMINATED BY THE OUTGOING COMMITTEE 

1. Abans Ltd  

2. Ceylon Biscuits Ltd  

3. Cargills Ceylon Ltd  

4. Ferrero Lanka (Pvt) Ltd  

5. Douglas & Sons (Pvt) Ltd  

6. E B Creasy PLC 

7. Gnanam Imports (Pvt) Ltd  

 

ELECTED BY THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP BY VOTING: 

1. Astron Ltd 

2. Delmege Forsyth & Co. Ltd  

3. Hemas Pharmaceutical (Pvt) Ltd 

4. Millers Limited 

5. Fentons Ltd 

6. Fonterra Brands Lanka (Pvt) Ltd 

7. Maliban Biscuit Manufactories (Pvt) Ltd 

8. Nestle Lanka PLC  

9. Pyramid Wilmar (Pvt) Ltd  

10. Richard Pieris & Co. PLC    

11. Singer Sri Lanka Plc     

12. Smithkline Beecham (Pvt) Ltd 

13. Unilever Sri Lanka Ltd 

 

AUDITORS 

 

The Chairman, from the chair, proposed that KPMG Ford Rhodes Thornton & Co be re-

appointed as Auditors for the year 2020/2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRMAN - MR. DELANO DIAS  

 

Quote 

 

“Past Chairmen, Vice Chairman, Immediate Past Chairman, Executive Committee Members, 

CEO, the Assistant Secretary General, and the other Officials of the Ceylon Chamber of 

Commerce. Dear Members, Ladies & Gentleman,  

At the outset, permit me to speak about the current situation and then on my plan of activities for 

the coming year.  

The Import Section of the Ceylon Chamber experienced the most eventful year, possibly in its 84 

years of existence during the year under review. The Easter terror attacks & the COVID‘19 

Pandemic, within a matter of few months created a devastating impact to the Sri Lanka’s already 

battered economy.  

Actually, as a nation we were successfully recovering on the first disaster, when this global 

pandemic hit us, and continue to impact our economy to date. Economic impact of the pandemic 

caused a severe foreign exchange crisis as most of our export markets were closed with lockdowns 

while foreign remittances from expatriate workers, income from tourism etc. dried up forcing the 

government to bring in stringent import restrictions, unprecedented in recent times in Sri Lanka. 

The famous Gazette Notification No 2171/5 of 16th April 2020 brought in ‘Temporary Suspension’ 

of imports of non-essential categories for a period of 3 months initially. However, government 

followed with more gazette notifications and shifted categories from Schedules, primarily 

extending the period of import restrictions up to another 6 months while few categories were 

allowed to be imported under extended credit terms.  

During the period from first gazette notification to the latest gazette notification on 16th of July, 

Importers faced severe hardships in getting-on with their day-to-day business. As you know, these 

restrictions came quite abruptly, and no one expected it to happen like that. With other issues like 

Port congestion, created a complete breakdown in operations structure in Sri Lanka creating so 

many problems, so many worries, so many issues to the businesses. We were inundated with lot 

of calls for help asking us to intervene in the process because the Import Restrictions were suddenly 

implemented without a governmental structure to support the administration and implementation 

of these restrictions. So, nobody knew what to do with the situations, initially.  

Everyone was directed to the Department of Import Export Control and Customs and no official 

took decisions for a while. So later, it transpired to be a situation where everything was directed to 

the Secretary, to the President and to the Treasury, which was not accessible to everyone with day-

to-day problems. So we had to intervene in several issues and as the Import Section of Ceylon 

Chamber, took up those critical policies related issues with the highest levels of officials in the 

government and I’m happy to state that we managed to get some benefits & concessions to the 

fellow importers.  

Everyone knows that we all went through a lot of hardships and this was not only for Importers. 

But Imports dependent industries, also came to a standstill because some of those restrictions were 

arbitrarily imposed and was not thought through in detail. Repercussions were many and had to 

take them up with officials and get resolved to the best of our ability.  

 

 



 

 

We had to take up these issues vigorously where no solutions were forthcoming on time, because 

every minute delayed, every day delayed, mattered for us and most officials never realized that 

every hour is costing us money. In most instances, demurrages and other added costs made 

businesses unviable. There were lot of consignments getting abandoned. There were lot of 

perishable cargo getting destroyed because of this situation. So, that was one of the worst times in 

our working lives and regrettably we are not yet clear about the time to reach normalcy. Let us 

hope things would be better in time to come and the situation should ease. Actually, the situation 

seems to ease gradually and with the latest gazette notifications, restrictions seem to get relaxed. 

We look forward to a meaningful relaxation of import restrictions sooner than later. The type of 

import restrictions and the government response itself was unprecedented, as no other country in 

the world had such stringent controls to face post pandemic economic crises. We hope the declared 

policy of the government being the free market economy, and will continue in the liberalization of 

market, promoting export driven value creating, manufacturing industries.  

We, the importers, are an integral part of the eco system driving the economic growth of Sri Lanka. 

We do an important job of value addition to our entire economy by supporting and providing 

lifelines to export oriented manufacturing industries, among other objectives pursued by the Import 

Section.  

The most significant initiative pursued was the support that we extended to the National Single 

Window process. You would agree that this initiative had a big boost during the lockdown period. 

Actually, when everything was closed and had to re-start, only option available was the digitization 

and the paperless arrangement, although not fully functional to our satisfaction. The limited level 

of implementation also helped to ease the situation, where people could not physically be present 

at counters and pushing papers as before.  

We saw Sri Lanka Standards Institution & the Department of Import and Export Control, offering 

an opportunity to experience digital platforms. We give feedback to those institutions and to 

Customs with a view to pursue vigorously with that initiative.  

The other important development was the three Terminal Operators and the main Shipping Lines, 

commencing the issue of Electronic Delivery Orders and a payment gateway that benefited 

importers immensely. Import Section would continue to pursue the expansion of digitalization to 

other Border Control Agencies, as well. This is priority for us.  

I must mention the interactions Import Section had with the Sri Lanka Customs - the lead agency 

implementing the Single Window Initiative. 

We will continue to have a dialogue with Sri Lanka Customs on areas like the Trader Re-

registration program - that came out of nowhere, the Authorized Economic Operator initiative and 

the Compulsory Scanning of Containers at the Port - for an added fee, which we objected to. 

These would be pursued by the new Committee in addition to the campaigning to relax the 

restrictions and more importantly to pursue government, not to extend the period of restrictions 

beyond this year. I am happy to state that we managed to get the attention and respect of the 

concerned officials, that would be held in dealing with the situation. 

 

 



 

I wish to reassure the Members of our continued pursuit to be the voice of Importer fraternity and 

to be of service to the Members at the time of your need. Finally, I take this opportunity to thank 

my Committee and CCC Secretariat for the ready support extended throughout the past year. 

As per health guidelines followed, we were compelled to hold this AGM virtually. But I really 

look forward to meeting you all in person at a later date for networking and fellowship soon. Until 

then, stay safe and stay healthy! 

Thank you.” 

 

Unquote 

 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Nothing was reported. 

 

 

VOTE OF THANKS - MR. NIRANJAN DISSANAYAKE 

 

Quote 

 

“On behalf of the Import Section of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, I wish to extend my 

deepest appreciation to Past Chairmen, Vice Chairman, Immediate Past Chairman, Executive 

Committee Members and the other Officials of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce for being 

connect virtually to enlighten our AGM.  

  

As I wish to thank The Chamber Secretariat, especially Manori & Ushani for the support extended 

to us.  

 

Wish you all a very pleasant evening” 

 

Unquote 

 

 

TERMINATION OF MEETING 

 

Mr. Delano Dias, Chairman terminated the 85th Annual General Meeting.  

 

Ushani Dassanayake  

For Secretary 

06th July 2021  


