
Good Afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen, Past Chairman, Committee Members 

and Members of the Import Section of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, 

Chief Executive Officer and other Dignitaries from the Chamber, 

Distinguished Invitees from Sri Lanka Customs, Ports Authority and the Key 

Border Control Agencies in Sri Lanka and Friends. 

 

I speak to you as the Chairman, having completed two eventful years since 

taking over in 2019.  Looking back, I feel happy that we could accomplish a 

volume of work, under very trying circumstances. 

 

I took over the responsibility soon after the April bombings and the country 

were at crossroads with its economic impact being visible. The Presidential 

and General Elections held afterwards too had a big impact on economy and 

on the direction of policies. Later, the Covid-19 Pandemic too raged the 

country creating new challenges.  With the confidence and support of Members 

being placed on me and my Team, I was re-elected as Chairman last year.  

Today, I will be relinquishing my position in keeping with democrat principles 

and high standards maintained by the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce.   

 

The current year under review, presented much more challenges than previous 

year possibly, unprecedented in the history of the Import Section. On 16th April 

2020, a Special Gazette Notification No. 2171/5 was issued with wide ranging 

restrictions on imports across most HS Categories. Certain categories were 

banned while most others were classified under temporary suspension, that was 

supposed to be for 3 months only.  Some others were brought under 

compulsory credit terms. There controls had a huge impact on day to day trade 



in Sri Lanka.  The so-called temporary suspensions were in effect was a 

complete suspension and the regular importers were in a shock to realize the 

impact it had on their businesses and in general, the economy of Sri Lanka. 

Our Members fully appreciated the circumstances under these restrictions were 

brought in, as a necessity to maintain the national economy but was sad to see 

that their businesses getting impacted with long term consequences.  

 

When we generally speak of imports, most of us think of consumption goods 

which in fact is around 10% of the total imports to the country. The items 

restricted included capital goods, spare parts to machinery and raw materials 

& packaging that had greater impact to our Manufacturing Industries and 

volume added exports, initially. With lot of negotiations, we managed to get 

most of it reversed and assist the affected members to get back with their 

businesses.  

 

Needless to state that the Manufacturing Industries had a greater impact as 

some of our exports too got impacted. Thankfully most of the restrictions has 

now been relaxed and I trust that the Government had achieved the desired 

impact in the economy, as planned.  I must mention that the impact of these 

import restrictions was far reaching the trade as most of the companies had to 

downsize the operations with a lot of hardships to the affected staff and their 

families.  As Chairman, I sympathize with these people and hope that 

businesses will be revived in time to come. 

 

As the voice of importers, we have taken every effort to be of assistance to the 

members and had regular interactions with Sri Lanka Customs and all Border 



Control Agencies.  wherever there was a requirement. We had meetings 

physically as well as virtually with Director General of Customs, together with 

other Directorates.  I am happy to state that we have achieved significant 

progress in processes like Digital Signature and Advanced Ruling Systems and 

the new initiative by Sri Lanka Customs on re-registering the importers and in 

the assessment for selecting Authorized Economic Operators. We were also 

invited to support the Sri Lanka Customs Modernization Committee appointed 

by HE the President.  

 

Out next Key Stakeholder, Sri Lanka Ports Authority - We had member 

meetings when there were acute severe port congestions due to Covid-19 and 

managed to get some satisfactory solutions. 

 

Dept of Import and Export Control became a vital element in our trade with 

the temporary suspension of imports.  Items went under licensing and all traffic 

was directed to the Department.  At very short notice, we felt the resources at 

the Dept., were inadequate to handle the volume. There had been delays in 

decision making which cost importers dearly, as decisions were awaited from 

higher authorities at Treasury or Ministry of Finance.   

 

The decision to issue a Gazette increasing the number of categories under the 

Compulsory Import Inspection Scheme was discussed with the Controller 

General and Sri Lanka Standards Institution and the members’ views were 

presented. We feared that a huge blockage would be created at the Dept due to 

enhanced volumes at this Institution.  We await the final decision. 

 



Other matters pursued by the Import Section includes the finalization on 

Delivery Order Fee issue through Director General of Merchant Shipping. 

Together with the Shippers Council of Sri Lanka, we assisted to resolve the 

issues. Despite the pandemic situation and lockdowns in force, the Import 

Section represented members’ interest at most institutions and negotiated 

solutions in our capacity as the “Voice of Importers” and these activities will 

continue to progress under the new Chairman and the Committee. The details 

of these are mentioned in the Annual report. 

 

With regard to the financial position of the Association, we have improved on 

our financials year on year, despite our inability to have any fundraising 

opportunity.  I hope as the situation improves in the country and the restrictions 

being relaxed, we should be able to meet-up physically, at an early date. 

 

Finally, I take this opportunity to thank all the Members and the Committee 

for their wholehearted support and  the Ceylon Chamber - Ms Manori 

Dissanayake, who got promoted recently is scheduled to move  from the Import 

Section and Ms Ushani Dissanayake and her assistant for their ready support. 

I thank them for their services. 

 

I wish all of you Success and Good Health. 

Thank You! 

 

15th July 2021 

 


